
A former Pastor of mine 

shared an interesting thought 

the other day. He started by 

saying he was “resigned”. That 

he should just step back and let 

those who have chosen a path 

for our country that think the 

government is going to provide 

free healthcare for all, that he 

should just step back and let 

them do it? According to many 

who believe the political rheto-

ric there will be no need for his 

charitable services going for-

ward. (at least from the 

healthcare perspective) See, 

Pastor Garrison started the 

“Luke 52 clinic”. It’s a mobile 

clinic in inner city Detroit 

providing free pre-natal and 

pregnancy health services to 

those in need. He questioned 

perhaps he should just allow 

them to do it, after all they care 

so much right? They say they 

do. Then a part of him kicked 

in, and reminded him that his 

mission was to help those 

mothers who were making bad 

decisions and putting babies at 

risk and herself. He would 

never abandon her to her bad 

decisions but continue his mis-

sion because “it’s not the ba-

bies fault and he is there to 

save babies”. Regardless of 

what one may think about the 

political decisions people are 

making for this country and its 

direction its not the babies 

fault. Jobs are what get people 

out of poverty, opportunity, 

manufacturing investing in 

people. We have taken a new 

course in this election it seems 

that may affect this in not a 

positive way. The poorest of 

the poor will continue to suf-

fer, the war on poverty has 

only increased the poor espe-

cially in administrations that 

claim to “care the most”. Pas-

tor Garrison goes on to say he 

believes caring for the poor is 

the responsibility of the 

church, not the state. Yet, he is 

resigned to continue to do 

whatever he can with the 

means that God provides to 

“save babies, change lives, and 

help churches build communi-

ty”. To quote him he con-

cludes “not because that is 

how I “feel” today” (after the 

election) “I feel disappointed, 

angry, depressed and wonder-

ing what is wrong with so 

many, and sometimes wonder-

ing if its just me, but I don’t act 

on how I feel.” I try to do what 

God is telling me is the right 

thing to do. Feelings change, 

the right thing never does.” I 

feel the same as he does. A 

part of me wants to step back 

and say fine, you will provide 

all of this “free” stuff, go 

ahead. Perhaps religious organ-

izations should just pull back 

giving to others, the over 200 

billion a year, and let the athe-

ist groups and progressive 

groups step up? You know, 

there isn’t 1 single registered 

501 c3 atheist charity that 

gives to other than them-

selves? Should all Christians 

just pull back and let those 

who promise to do what God 

provides, just do it? Well, we 

all know it would fail, of 

course. Yet some still vote as 

if it will actually happen. De-

pressing. Compassion to 

those in need isn’t a daily 

ration, it’s a job! Its self-

reliance, not government de-

pendency. I read where a Lu-

theran org has opened a High 

School for at risk and kids with 

addiction problems.  Seems 

God provided again. Yet, with 

my sheer upset with the direc-

tions voters have now taken 

the country, I wondered why 

this wasn’t funded by atheist 

and “progressive” groups. I 

pray Christians speak up bold-

ly, before we are silenced…for 

good. Acts 4:29. Acts 14:3. 

Acts 18:26. Eph 6:19.  
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 Lamp and darkness 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
“Should we be resigned?  by: S. Sopko  Let them that promise, deliver? Prov 31:8-

9 “Speak for those that cannot speak for themselves. Speak up and judge fairly, defend the 

rights of the poor and needy.” 

 



  Luke 8:15-21 

16 “No one lights a lamp and 
hides it in a clay jar or puts it 
under a bed. Instead, they put 
it on a stand, so that those who 
come in can see the light. 17 For 
there is nothing hidden that 
will not be disclosed, and noth-
ing concealed that will not be 
known or brought out into the 
open. 18 Therefore consider 
carefully how you listen. Who-
ever has will be given more; 
whoever does not have, even 
what they think they have will 
be taken from them.”  

Now, it may be presumptive to 
assume people have committed 
fraud in the election process. 
While it appears logical and 
apparent, is it indeed judgmen-
tal, or possibly casting disper-
sions, gossip to assume the 
worst in peoples actions? Per-
haps.  

Its personally hard for some of 
us to simply ignore what we 
perceive as injustice and fraud 
go forward unchallenged.  
However, this is in the realm 
of politics, so do we let it go 
and focus on Jesus?  

Its hard, very hard. 

That said, I turned to Scripture 
and came away with these pas-
sages. Lets sk that the lamp be 
put on a stand, in the center of 
the room, lets pull it from under 
the bed. Lets make sure there is 
nothing hidden and that all is 
known. Jesus does not hide His 
intentions from us, why should 
we then hide our intentions to 
each other? I fear we will not 
know the truth in the election, 
but we do know that truth of 
Jesus Christ, and that is the only 
truth that sets us free.  

understand, he wouldn't 
be big enough to wor-
ship. 

 
A bird does not sing be-
cause he has the an-
swer to something, he 
sings because he has a 
song. 
 

The best vitamin for a 
Christian is B1. 
 
Don’t say ‘Our Father’ on 
Sundays and spend the 
rest of the week acting 
like an orphan. 
 
If God was small enough to 

Many folks want to serve 
Jesus– but only in an advi-
sory capacity.  
 
 
Christians: keep the 
faith..just not from others! 
 
Life has many choices. 
Eternity has 2. What's 
yours? 

“A Lamp on a stand”. If you truly seek the light, do you hide the lamp?  

In the beginning there was nothing, which exploded! Yeah….right...lol. 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

phones to hear parts of the 

service.  

Please pray for :Rick 

Meagher, cancer.  Bill Oneilll, 

Connie Kleindienst, Rich 

Kleindeinst, Dan Klemm, 

Sandra Dorrell, Muareen 

Koneccnik, Pat Klemm, Pas-

tor Bob Klemm.  

Welcome Hunter Rue 

Sopko, Daughter Caulen 

and Rachael Sopko.  

PLEASE don’t forget the 

Operation Christmas 

Child! Due by 11/15/20!! 

NEW, 4 back pages!  

Current Events and fellowship 

Happy Thanksgiving.  

Worship assistance needed, 

ushers/counters. Contact 

MaryJane. 

WIFI has been added to 

church services. You may use 

your smart phone and ear-
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Mark 4:21 Jesus also said to 
them, “does anyone bring in a 
lamp so he can place it under a 
basket or under a bed? Doesn't 
he set it on a lampstand? 
  
Luke 11:33 No one lights a 
lamp and puts it in a cellar or 
under a basket. Instead, he 
sets it on a lampstand, so 
those who enter can see the 
light. 
 
Matthew 5:15 “Nor do people 

light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a stand, and it 

givith light unto all that are in 

the house.” 

John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke 

again to the people, he said, ‘ 

I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will nev-

er walk in darkness, but will 

have the light of life’” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A29&version=ESV


Deaconess group M & M’s, helping others in need with 
serving and compassion. How can we help you? 

More News and Notes..        

  

What is the deaconess 
motto?  Based on 1 Thes-
salonians 1:2-3, the CDC 
motto reads: Working in 
faith 
Laboring in love 
Remaining steadfast in the 
hope of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

“Deaconess,” from the 
Greek word diakonos, 
means “servant.” Phoebe, 
named in Rom. 16:1-2, was 
a helper to Paul and others. 

She often is considered the 
first deaconess.  
Our group, named M&M’s 

are based on Mary and Mar-

tha with the motto “Balance 

of loving and serving”.  

When others have need, 

we have strength through 

each other, to help, serve, 

pray, and offer strength in 

serving others.  

We pray based on our pray-

er list, we show care by  

Remembering to send cards 

to widows/widowers, and 

our troops on holidays. We 

give rides and cook meals 

for people as needed, kill 

with kindness. We visit 

shut-ins and make hospital 

visits bringing prayer, 

sweets, flowers and song. 

We send pick me ups to 

people via a gift card or 

phone call. Our themed 

Bible study is “Its not sup-

posed to be this way” to 

help find strength when 

disappointments leave one 

shattered.  *Gabi Miller 

Lets remind ourselves, 

prayers for those serving in 

the military and those in-

cluded in our families as 

world tensions escalate.  

Pray for those workers in 

harms way during this medi-

cal crisis and for the safety of 

all of us. And our families. 

To MAIL weekly offer-

ings please use : 

LCGS 

PO Box 357 

Blairstown, NJ 07825-

0357 

Thank you! 

Inside Church Service 
10:30 am. 
 
Need help with Kairos? Let 

us know! Good things going 

on. 

https://lcotgs.online.church/  

On Line service 9:00 am 

from the darkness.” Jesus is 

the Light of the world, and all 

who are separate or far from 

Him live in darkness. Being 

separate, ignorant, or unaware 

of the dark leaves us wanting 

for something we cannot pro-

duce on our own. We come to 

the end of ourselves in frus-

tration, hopelessness, or an 

aloof sense of happiness and 

Darkness, in John 8:12, is 

the Greek word skotia, de-

fined as the darkness due to 

the want of light and used to 

describe ignorance of divine 

things. It’s associated 

with wickedness, and the 

resultant misery in 

hell. Genesis 1:4 says, “God 

saw that the light was good, 

and he separated the light 

joy, when we traverse through 

life in darkness. With Christ, 

we have the absolute full-

ness of life. 

A boat needs navigational 

lights to avoid running into 

the shore, aground or into 

other vessels at night. Light 

prevents aimless drifting. Cap-

1 Thessalonians 5:21 

Do not treat prophecies 
with contempt, but test 
all things. Hold fast to 
what is good. Abstain 
from every form of evil... 
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Proverbs 31:26 

“God is within her, she 

will not fall”  

 
 
 

Ever feel like you live in a world of  darkness? Then live in Christ.  tains follow blinking channel 

markers and lighthouses at 

night. Now, GPS coordinates 

steer ships, but the Captain 

and crew still need to know 

how to navigate by the stars, 

buoys and lights in case of an 

electrical malfunction. A lack 

of preparation could be 

deadly. Are you, will you be 

prepared? Do not trust the 

lights IN the world, but the 

light OF the world! 

https://lcotgs.online.church/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8:12
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/skotia.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/skotia.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/skotia.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/skotia.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/skotia.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/zoe.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/zoe.html


Lutheran 101– Spiritual and Worldy Government   Paul Althaus 12/2001Excerpt  

At this time, should we be slow to speak and 
quick to listen and in all things merciful to those around us? 

Christian Links—Enjoy 

Luther did not base his doc-

trine of the two kingdoms or 

the two governments on his 

own speculative thinking.  He 

felt that in this matter too his 

position was wholly deter-

mined by Scripture.  He dis-

tinguishes two types of state-

ments.  One type is character-

ized by Jesus' statements in 

the Sermon on the Mount 

and the apostles' statements 

about the "law of Christ": the 

disciples of Jesus never use 

force, do not resist evil, do 

not avenge themselves, but 

under all circumstances serve 

one another in love.  The 

same Scripture contains the 

apostolic affirmation of the 

state and, as in Romans 13 

and 1 Peter 2:13-14, admon-

ishes us to obey the authori-

ties… Luther was bound to 

the Scripture and did not 

teach on the basis of his own 

willful speculation or in terms 

of what the political authori-

ties wanted him to say. And 

the Scripture bound Luther to 

teach that the secular govern-

ment, with all that belongs to 

it, is in the world because 

God has willed and ordained 

it… If people were serious-

ly concerned about this 

secular righteousness, 

"there would be no rascali-

ty or injustice, but sheer 

righteousness and blessed-

ness on earth… As we shall 

see, Luther also includes 

marriage and the family as 

well as business in secular 

government. … But we can-

not rule the world according 

to the gospel in such a way 

that we could do without sec-

ular government and the 

Answers in Genesis– Ken 
Ham   GREAT Resource 

 https://answersingenesis.org/  

You Tube has many channels, 
here are a few you may enjoy. 
From motivational, to Luther-
an education, to apologetics, 
etc. Search on YouTube for:: 

Higher Things, Inc. 
(Lutheran education) 

Cross Examined (Christian 
apologetics, science inspired) 

Lion of Judah (motivational) 

Living Waters ( apologetics, 
education) 

Pureflix.com 

SEE links page 

I have found several sites 
which are Christian based or 
inspired you may find enjoya-

ble.  

Want a Christian guide or 
perspective on movies?  

https://blogs.lcms.org/
category/movie-reviews/  

involved, supported perhaps 

by people you are friends 

with or know. Maybe, just 

stunned?  

Do we not expect, does the 

world not expect the USA 

to be perhaps “the” place 

that has a system of gover-

ness where elections are 

uniform. Well, lets take a 

What a political season. The 

rhetoric has been so strong, 

and so much has been at 

stake, now we have a result 

that will literally divide a 

nation. Perhaps things did-

n’t go your way? We can get 

angry, appalled even. We 

still can’t believe the con-

duct of some of the people 

breath. A deep breath. In 

the midst of the anger, or 

depression, that righteous 

indignation that you’ve been 

cheated. That horror that 

the other side has that much 

support. No matter what 

side you were on.  

The way we treat others in 

this time, is very important. 
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Hold fast to our redeemer. 

Nothing happens apart from 

Christ. Nothing. No evil goes 

unpunished. Nothing is done 

“He” does not see. REV 5:6. 

And, He judges all! Whether 

nations rise or fall, there is 

God. And He is going to save 

you. He will tend to everything 

in time.  

Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. (esv) 

state. For the gospel does not 

force people to do anything 

and for this reason it does not 

bring everyone faith. Chris-

tians are always a minority; 

the power of evil continues 

to exist. And the Christian 

community will never finish 

its battle against evil. ...On 

the other hand, Luther, like the 

New Testament, frequently uses 

the word world to designate 

those men who have closed 

their hearts to God's word. 

https://answersingenesis.org/
https://blogs.lcms.org/category/movie-reviews/
https://blogs.lcms.org/category/movie-reviews/


As a visitor we welcome you in the name of Jesus Christ. 

As the loving family of The Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd, our mission is to grow in our faith through wor-

ship, education, and fellowship. We are committed to a 

Christ centered foundation as learners and followers of Je-

sus who hear and act on His Word to impact our community 

and world. 

168 Route 94 

Blairstown, NJ 07832 

We are on the WEB!  

https://www.lcotgs.com/ 

lesson, reading and preaching 
of God’s word and receiving 
the forgiveness of our sins 
through the blessed Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion. 
We welcome and invite the 
young people, infants, small 
children and older youth to 
take part in our worship ser-
vice through music, prayers, 
scripture reading, and basic 
bible lessons. We also cele-
brate infant baptism, instruc-
tion and then taking First 
Communion, Sunday school, 
becoming an acolyte and 2 
years of Confirmation educa-
tion, graduation and celebra-
tion.  
Finally, and most importantly, 

To the Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd, a Mis-
souri Synod congregation. 

As you worship with us to-
day, may our strong Lutheran 
Confessions and our empha-
sis on the forgiving and sav-
ing work of Jesus Christ 
though His Word and Sacra-
ments encourage you. 
It is our hope and prayer that 
throughout the service you 
may be strengthened in your 
faith, blest by the love of Je-
sus in your hearts, and be 
transformed by the renewing 
of your mind through the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit 
during our confessions, pray-
ers, offering, music, children’s 

we are 
all sinners saved by Sola gratia 
(by grace alone), Sola fide (by 
faith alone), Soli Deo Gloria 
(glory to God alone), Solus 
Christus (Christ alone), and 
Sola Scriptura (Scripture 
alone). May these blessed 
gifts, given freely to us by our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
provide and empower the 
courage, faith and hope we 
need to face each day that 
God lovingly provides for us 
and prepare us to live with 
Him forever in heaven. 

To Jesus Be the Glory! 
Now and Forever! 

Amen. 

We Welcome YOU... 

Phone: (908) 362-9405 

“I AM” the Good Shepherd 
      Salvation for the Lost 
          Hope for those in Need 

              Spiritual 
growth for ALL! 

I am with you always 

Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd 
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Stay connected!  

The official LCMS district newsletter of  

New Jersey! Here we share news, stories, 

and events relevant to our district.  

   Eph 1:15-23           1 Thes 2:9-13 

  Matthew 25:1-13    Luke 17:11-19 

 John 10:25    Jesus answered them “ I told you, and you do not believe. The works I do in my Fathers name bear witness 

about me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep.” —Will you hear the Shepherds voice? 

Check these out  

Self Study 

https://www.njdistrict.org/


 

Ads, Announcements, needs may be placed here. Donations welcome and highly appreciated! 

 



https://www.njdistrict.org/coronavirus-resources.html  
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Ads, Announcements, needs may be placed here. Donations welcome and highly appreciated! 

 Members Section 

Individual contributions, thoughts, 

words and prayers 

 

March 2020 

Isaiah 43:7  

Video link topics for study: Video Shorts 10 Min each (highlight, cut/paste) 
 

Are you in danger of backsliding? Falling back into sin? Stop moving forward in Christ? 
Is prayer time decreasing in your life? Motivation. To nurture your relationship with God. 
 
Thanksgiving in September? Higher things video short. 

Today we read about the 10 lepers who were healed by Jesus, and the only one who went back to thank Jesus 

was a Samaritan. Thankfulness isn’t a work we do for God, thankfulness flows from a loving savior who 

died on the cross for all your sins. He has rescued from your leprosy of sin and brought you clean to our Fa-

ther in heaven.  

 

Compartmentalized Christianity leads to cancelled Christianity. In the world today we see cancel 

culture and society pushing up against our Christian values and the way we as Christians view the world around us. Do not 
put your Christianity into a box or compartmentalize your life to please the world. Doing so will lead to the chipping away 
of your faith. Cling to Christ and His gifts, he will not let the world cancel you, He already took all your sins and fears away 
on the cross.  

Host: Rev. George Borghardt, Pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Bossier City, Louisiana and president of the youth 
organization Higher Things, Inc.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYIZelThczk 

Who should not commune? A video short discussion. 10 min. 

 

 

Members Section  

 
 

November 2020 

Psalm 43 

Video Links: YOU TUBE  Short, informative, stimulating videos. FREE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-sTcFm3YLIE  Lion of Judah, Warning signs for backsliding. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Bv9PO-h95U Higher Things, Inc. Thanksgiving truly 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2wF2vtFymA  Higher Things, Inc.  Compartmentalized Christi-

anity leads to cancelled Christianity.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A7&version=ESV


Wholesome Food 

 

Your soul isn’t so different from your body in that regard. What your soul chews on, drinks down or is force-fed will 
make it either healthy or sick. Every day we “eat” and “drink” some message, some idea, some image, some emotion, 
some memory. These could be the doctrines of God as He reveals them in Scripture (Rom. 16:17, 1 Tim. 1:10, or 
“teaching” in Deut. 32:3 and John 7:16), or they could be the doctrines and teachings of someone else. Like food for your 
body, your soul lives and breathes doctrine, either God’s or someone else’s. You can’t live without doctrine. It’s impossi-
ble to have a soul that does not cling to doctrine.  

The real question is not whether you’ll care about doctrine. Everyone does. Everyone’s soul was made to trust, to believe, 
to love, to hope, and souls go on trusting, believing, loving and hoping even when they don’t know God’s doctrine, His 
promises or His love in Christ.  

Junk food doctrine 

We can seek out wholesome food, or we can go looking for junk food. Satan offers humans what their sinful souls most 
want. He deprives them of God’s Word and offers instead the false hopes, false loves and false truths; he offers junk 
food that tastes extremely good in the moment. You can face the consequences later. In the moment, just enjoy the sweet 
taste of falsehood and the easy way it goes down. 

Like junk food, false doctrine is everywhere. You can get it more easily than wholesome biblical doctrine. You don’t even 
have to find an obviously religious outlet for false doctrine. You could unlock your phone, open up your laptop, turn on 
your TV, and false doctrine would be right there for your soul to eat. You can use such falsehoods as a cover for your 
rage, your resentment, your misery, your terror, your uncertainty about whether your life has amounted to anything, your 
bitterness. False doctrine will always adapt to you, giving you what you think you need most (2 Tim. 4:3). 

False doctrine and the church 

You know a church is on its way to death when it stops worrying about doctrine. Maybe it will assume that its doctrine is 
fine; maybe it won’t worry much about it anymore. In a particularly late stage of the terminal illness, it will deny that doc-
trine matters. It will bend with the desires of the world and flesh. At last it will break. A preacher on his way to hell won’t 
worry about what he says, so long as he says it winsomely (Jer. 5:12; 2 Cor. 11:13). 

Any church worth its salt will be obsessed with doctrine as any good chef will be obsessed with his ingredients. It will 
stand firm when told to bend (Gal. 5:1), and the gates of hell will not prevail against its Gospel onslaught (Matt. 16:18). A 
preacher worth his salt will be obsessed with the doctrine he teaches as the chef will obsess over how he prepares and 
serves nourishing and delightful things. Doctrine makes or breaks souls because it teaches them to trust in either the 
Truth Himself or in the infinite variety of falsehoods available as soon as you open up your browser. Paul commanded 
Timothy, “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself 
and your hearers” (1 Tim. 4:16). 

Serve only wholesome food. Paul commanded Timothy to teach “sound doctrine” only (1 Tim. 1:10, 6:3; Titus 1:9, 2:1). 
Preach and teach only the things that keep Christ’s body healthy, nothing that makes it fat and sluggish or starves it of 
nutrients. Feed His sheep (Ezek. 34).  

Don’t skip church. Don’t skip reading your Bible. Don’t skip over something you don’t like or don’t understand. Keep 
reading. Keep listening. You will find His Words like honey to your taste and life to your soul.  

August 24, 2020 / Series / By Adam Koontz /EXCERPT 

https://witness.lcms.org/category/series/
https://witness.lcms.org/author/adam-koontz/


 

 








